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United  States  Department  of  Agriculture 


In  Virginia  and  West  Virginia. 


BUREAU  OF  ANIMAL  INDUSTRY  TO  STAGE  ANOTHEB  FIELD  DAY 
AND  BULL  SALE  AT  FRONT  ROYAL  RESEARCH  STATION,  APRIL  9: 


The  second  annual  field  day  and  bull  sale  vill  be  held  at  the  U.  S.  De- 
partment of  Agriculture's  Beef  Cattle  Research  Station  near  Front  Royal,  Va., 
Wednesday,  April  9,  1952.     Approximately  25  yearling  bulls  of  three  breeds, 
Angus,  Hereford,  and  Shorthorn,  vill  be  sold  to  the  highest  bidders  in  the  after- 
noon.   The  program  vill  begin  at  10  a.m.  vith  a  tour  of  the  station  vhich  vas 
formerly  the  Aleshire  Remount  Depot.    Representative  animals  of  these  three 
breeds  used  in  the  research  studies  at  the  station  vill  be  on  display  as  veil  as 
all  bulls  that  are  to  be  auctioned. 

A  plate  lunch  vill  be  sold  on  the  grounds  at  noon  by  the  ladies  of  the 
Warren  County  Home  Demonstration  Clubs.     In  the  afternoon  a  speaking  program 
vill  precede  the  auction  in  the  sale  pavilion.     Speakers  vill  include  Dr.  Everett 
Warvick,  Knoxville,  Tenn. ,  regional  coordinator  of  USDA's  beef  cattle  research 
program;  Dr.  T.  C.  Byerly,  head  of  U.S.D./.'s  Animal  Husbandry  Division  at  Belts- 
ville,  Md.,  Dr.  C.  M.  Kincaid,  in  charge  of  beef  cattle  research  at  Virginia 
Polytechnic  Institute;  and  George  W.  Litton,  head  of  the  animal  husbandry  depart- 
ment at  V.P.I.    Mr.  Litton  vill  serve  as  chairman.     The  sale  vill  be  in  charge  of 
Bob  M.  Priode,  superintendent  of  the  station. 

The  sale  animals  are  all  being  fed  in  connection  vith  a  performance  test- 
ing project  vhich  is  being  conducted  at  the  station,  under  supervision  of  Frank 
S.  McClaugherty,  animal  husbandman.     The  bulls  vill  have  been  full  fed  for  1.68 
days  on  a  ration  of  ground  hay  and  concentrates.     />  cample  of  the  ration  and  its 
composition  vill  be  on  display  at  the  sale. 
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All  interested  persons  will  be  furnished  a  catalog  and  summary  sheet  at  the 
time  of  sale  to  show  the  rate  of  gain  and  efficiency  of  gain  under  the  con- 
trolled feeding  conditions.    All  bulls  will  be  on  display,  but  only  those  in 
excess  of  the  station's  need  will  be  offered  for  sale.    Bulls  tha"!j  have  the 
highest  or  lowest  performance  rating  will  be  retained  for  use  in  the  special 
breeding  and  testing  projects. 

All  these  bulls  represent  those  having  the  highest  index  rating  (a  com- 
bination of  weight  and  score)  from  each  herd  sire  group.     Several  of  the  bulls 
were  purchased  from  breeders  in  Virginia,  Kentucky,  Indiana,  Ohio,  and  Illinois 
and  represent  new  blood  lines  under  test  as  a  possible  source  of  foundation 
sires. 
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